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Abstract:

The Present Rescarch Paper is selected to

study theme of racism in the novel, the Native
Son. To scarch for the Racism, the controversial
two classes of White class and Black class are
found, in which the blacks are discriminated and
marginalized by whites. It is known fact that
racism and oppression are one of the major issues
in Black American Literature. The novel, Native
Sop's protagonist, Bigger Thomas reveals his
feelings, thoughts, as he commits crimes and is
confronted with racism. He is psychological
damage results from the constant barrage of racist
propagandas and racial oppression. Richard
Wright forces to enter into Bigger's mind and to
understand the devastating effect of the social
conditions in which he was raised. He iz a native
son a product of America culture. The
significance of the study is to show the adverse
effects of Racism The need is that to create
awarensss m society. The problem of Racism is
nat only @ peculiarly American problem; it is
rampant in many other countries, This problem
needs to address seriously in order that society
15 free from the ills of race, class, pender and
ethnic masses. In faet, it will be a resume of this
research and contributes to the critical field of
studies.

hey Words: Racism, Race, Class, Gender,
Afre-American, White, Black, Discriminate,
Theme etc.

Introduction :

The Afro-American Literature of the twenticth
century employed many themes, which is one of
racism by Richard Wright { 1908-1960) especially
in the nowvel, Native Son (1940). Racism created
many problems as the discrimination and
persecution against Blacks. He wrote against
injustice American society and oppression of
Blacks in his works, He wanted to spread the
idea of democracy and found solutions to the
racial problems. He wants to stop the
discrimination and to abolish it completely. The
concept of racism usually denotes race based on
prejudice, vielence, dislike, discrimination,
oppression. It is a reflection of the economic,
cultural, ethnic and political ways. The Oxford
English Dictionary defines Racism:

“Belief that all members of each race
possess characteristics, abilities, qualifies
specific to that race, especially so to
distinguish it as inferior or superior to another
race”. (Oxford Dictionary: 2011, 1247)

It is discrimination between whites and
blacks, bad and god, rationalism and ideology.
Blackness was acquired edifice of social meanng
through racism in the apparatuses through which
black people are dealt with problematic
populations in racist socicties,

The expression of racism and prejudice had
changed over recent decades from overt to more
covert and subtle forms, but research reveals that
it is prevalent still in America, Australia and other
Western countries. Ross defines the term race as;
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Identity Crisis in Anita Desai’s ‘Baumgartner’s Bombay”

Dr. Sanjav A, Diwekar
Aszst, Professor of English
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diwekarsanjayil gmail com

Abstraei :

Acculturation and de-culturation are the two
main effects of cultural fissions. De-culturation
is described as a negative process, a terrible
distortion of one culture by another, whereas
acculturation is defined as a good attitude, a
thorough adoption of the principles of one culiure
inte another. 11 is not just a confrontation that
causes alienation; it also impacts the death of
the spirit, which results in denial of life in
addition to an identity or existence crigis. [ndian
English literature makes a significant appearance
in the East-West conflict symbolized by India's
interactions with Britain. Both India and Britain
profited significantly from their meeting, but one
of the effects of this tension in unity is the risk
of de-culturation of the spirit and the culture. The
Holocaust era’s “Baumgartner’s Bombay™ is
Anita Desai’s classic novel. It tells the tale of
exile and the tremendous emotional scars left by
conflict. In the book, a German Jew leaves Mazi
Germany only to be captured as a hostile alen,
imprisoned, and then released to Bombay afler
the war. He is no more at home in India as @
foreigner than he was in Germany as a Jew.

Keywords : Identity Crisis, Dmspora, [solalion,
Alienation, Exile, Rootlessness

The novel follows the lile of German-born
Jew Hugo Baumgariner during the Hitler era. IHis
father was a Jewish merchant born and rised in
Berlin, They lived a prosperous life when his
father's business was booming. Then an
unexpected Holocaust happened, [orcing her 1o

lose all her belongings, during which her father
dicd. His entire father’s property was slowly
conliscated by his father’s business partners. He
pretended to help his family grieving and
somehow forced his entire fortune on him. This
is how Hugo's childhood happiness ended when
the war began. He tells Hugo that he should go
to India because Germany is not safe for Jews
and gives a word about him to his Ind:n business
pariner.

Hugo Baumgartner, a Jew in the novel
Baumgartner's Bombay, spent his childhood with
his parents in lus native Germany. Even as 3
child, a sense of loneliness gnaws at his essence
and is evoked at key moments of triumph: on
the first day of school, when his mother picks
him up with a bag of candy, he recenves a prize
which was shown to others, Hugo Baumganner,
a Jew in the novel Baumgartner's Bombay, spent
his childhood with his parents in his native
Germany. Even as a child, a sense of lonelingss
gnaws at his essence and is evoked at key
moments of triumph: on the first day of school,
when his mother picks him up with a bag of
candy, he receives a prize which was shown 1o
others. Hugo decides to go and live in Indiz while
his fragile mother refuses to come to the land of
snakes and beggars. In the camp Baumgartner is
among other Jews vet he stays aloof because he,
unlike others, could find no way 1o alleviate the
burcen, the tedium, the emptiness ol the waiting
duys” (125)' So, he left and made plans to retam
when things normalized in Germany. His father’s
business partner promised to lake care of Hugo's
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Abstract:

The Present Rescarch Paper is sclected lo
study theme of racizm in the novel, the Native
Son. To scarch for the Racism, the controversial
two classes of White elass and Black class are
found. in which the blacks are diseriminated and
marginalized by whites. It 15 known fact that
ractsm and oppression are one of the major 1ssues
in Black American Literature. The novel, Native
Son's protagonist, Bigger Thomas reveals his
feelings. thoughts, as he commits erimes and is
confrented with racism. He is psychological
damage results from the constant barrage of racist
propagandas and racial oppression. Richard
Wnght forces to enter mto Bigger's mmd and to
understand the devastating effect of the social
conditions in which he was raised. He is a native
son 2 product of America culture. The
sipmificance of the study is to show the adverse
effects of Racism. The need is that to create
awareness in society. The problem of Racism is
not only a peculiarly American problem: it is
rampant in many other countries. This problem
needs to address senously in order that soewety
15 free from the ills of race, class, pender and
ethnic masses. In fact, it will be a resume of this
research and contributes to the critical field of

studies.

key Words: Racism, Race, Class, Gender,

Afro-American, White, Black, Discriminate,
Theme etc.

Introduction :

The Afro-American Literature of the twenticth
century employed many themes, which is one of
racism by Richard Wright (1908-1960) especially
in the novel, Native Son ( 1940). Racism created
many problems as the discrimination and
persecution against Blacks. He wrote against
injustice American society and oppression of
Blacks in his works. He wanted to spread the
idea of democracy and found solutions to the
racial problems. He wants to stop the
diserimination and to abolish it completely. The
concept of racism usually denotes race based on
prejudice, violence, dislike, discrimination,
oppression. It is a reflection of the economic,
cultural, ethnic and political ways. The Oxford
English Dictionary defines Racism:

“Belief that all members of each race
possess characteristics, abilities, qualifies
specific to that race, especially so to
distinguish it as inferior or superior to another
race”, (Oxford Dictionary: 2011, 1247)

It 15 discrimination between whites and
blacks, bad and god, rationalism and ideology.
Blackness was acquired edifice of social meaning
through razism in the apparatuses through which
black people are dealt with problematic
populations in racist societics,

The expression of racism and prejudice had
changed over recent deeades from overt to more
covenl and subile forms, but research reveals that
it is prevalent still in America, Australia and other
Western countries, Ross defines the term race as;
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Identity Crisis in Anita Desai’s ‘Baumgartner’s Bombay’

Dr. Sanjay A, Divwekar
Asst. Professor of Lnglsh
Shri Ssibaba Lok Prabodhan Arts College, Wadner
Mobile No-300049900
diwekarzanjaviergmail com

Abstraet ¢

Acculiuration and de-culturution are the two
man elfects of cultural fissions. De-culturation
15 described as a negative process, a terrible
distortion of one culture by another, whereas
acculluration 5 defined as a good attitude, a
thorough adoption of the principles ofone culture
mte another, I s not Just a confrontation that
causcs alienation; it also unpacts the death of
the spiri, which results in denal of hle m
addition to an dentity or existence cnsis. Indian
English literature makes a significant appearance
i the East-West conflict symbolized by India’s
imteractions with Britain, Both India and Britain
prolited significantly from their meeting, but one
of the effects of this tension n unity is the risk
of de-culration ol the spirit and the culare. The
Holocaust era’s “Baumgartner’s Bombay™ is
Anila Desai’s classic novel Tt tells the tale of
exile and the tremendous emotional scars lefi by
conflict, In the book, a German Jew Jenves Nazi
Germany only 10 be captured as a hostile alien,
imprisoned, and then released to Bombay after
the war. He is no more a1 home in India as o
foresgner than he was in Germany as a Jew.

Keywords @ Identity Crisis, Diaspora, Isolaton,
Alienation, Exile, Rootlessness

The novel follows the lile of German-born
Jew Hugo Baumgartner during the Hitlerera, His
father was o Jewish merchant born and raised in
Berlin, They lived a prosperous lile when his
father's business was booming. Then an
unexpected Holocaust happened, [oreing her 1o

lose all her belongings, during which her father
dicd. His entire fother's property was slowls
conliscated by his father’s business partners. He
pretended 1o help his family goeving and
somehow forced his entire fortune on him. This
i5 how Huge's childhood happmess ended when
the war began. He tells Hugo that he should o
to India because Germany 5 not safe for Jews
and gives a word about him 1o his Indian busmnsss
partner.

Hugo Baumgartner, a Jew n the novel
Baumgartner™s Bombay. spent his childhood wih
his parents in his native Germany. Even as
child, a sense of lonchiness gnaws ai his essence
and is evoked at kev momenis of tnumph: on
the first day of sehool, when his mother picks
him up with a bag of candy. he recerves a prize
which was shown to athers. Hugo Baumgannar,
a Jew in the novel Baumgariner’s Bombay, spent
his childhood with his parents n hig patnve
Germany, Even as a child. a sense of lonzliness
gnaws at his essence and 15 evoked at ke
moments of triumph: on the first day of school,
when his mother picks im up with a bag of
camdy, he receives a prize which was shown 1o
pthers. Hugo decides 1o go and Ive in Indis while
lug feagile mother refuses 1o come to the land of
snikes ond beggars. In the camp Baumgarniner i
amung other Jews vet he stayvs aloof because he,

)

untike otbers, could find no way “te alleviate the
burden, the tedmy, the emptiness of the waiting
days" (123) So, he lefl and made plans Lo retum
when things normalized in Germany. His father’s
business partner promised to 1ake care of Hugos
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