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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND SCOPE
FOR PROTESSIONAL ABILITY

Prof. Sanjay A. Diwekar
Department of English

The process of globalization that
accelerated during the last decade of
the twentieth century is generally
associated with easier and increased
cross-border, capital flows, trade and
integration of world markets. There
had been another globalizing
influence quietly taking hold and
spreading through the twentieth
century which has been continuing to
do so in the twenty-first too that is
the English language. English
emerged as the lingua franca of the
world in the twentieth century, and
promises to grow in that stature in the
twenty-first. Its presence is
overwhelming; in education,
business, research, science and
technology, entertainment, the
Internet and almost every other sphere
of human engagement. According to
estimates, it is spoken by some two
billion people at various levels of
fluency around the world, including
380 million native speakers (people
in the US, UK, Canada, Ireland and
Australia), and those who learn it as
a second or foreign language. Even
though, in numbers, this is just about
a third of the world's population, the

geographical and domain spread of
English is greater than that of any
other language. In a sense, English is
being globalized as well as acting as
a globalizer. Today's economy is
increasingly globalized, and this
means that many of us are interacting
across cultures in a way we never did
before. In such an economy, the
importance of learning a second
language becomes self-evident.
Learning a second language helps
you to communicate across cultures
and to conduct business in lands you
may never have previously
considered viable markets. It also
helps you to address customers in the
language that they understand best
and in which they are most
comfortable communicating.
Additionally, the importance of
learning a second language is
emphasized every day when we see
the diversity of earth's cultures and
the amazing array of people that make
up our global community. There is
another reason supporting the
importance of learning a second
language. Scientific studies have
shown that learning a second
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language improves brain function and
stimulates creativity. When you know
a new language, you start to see
connections you didn't see before
because every language approaches
the world from the perspective of
another culture and gain a greater
appreciation of human society in all
its diversity. As a consequence, the
importance of learning a second
language is again reinforced. You
become not just equipped to
communicate across cultures but
empowered to understand other's
points of view.

English for Specific Purposes
(ESP) is a learner-centered approach
to teaching English as an additional
language which focuses on
developing English communication
skills in a specific discipline, such as
accounting, agrology, engineering, IT
technology, and academic learning.
ESP students usually should have
some acquaintance with English and
are learning the language in order to
communicate as set of professional
skills and to perform particular job-
related functions. An ESP program is
therefore built on an assessment of
purposes and needs and the functions
for which English is required. ESP it
is a need analysis that determines
which language skills are most

needed by the students, and the
syllabus is designed accordingly. An
ESP program, might, for example,
emphasize the development of
reading skills in students who are
preparing for graduate work in
business administration; or it might
promote the development of spoken
skills in students who are studying
English in order to become tourist
guides. As a matter of fact, ESP
combines subject matter and English
language teaching. Such a
combination is highly motivating
because students are able to apply
what they learn in their English
classes to their main field of study,
whether it be accounting, business
management, economics, computer
science or tourism. Being able to use
the vocabulary and structures that
they learn in a meaningful context
reinforces what is taught and
increases their motivation. The term
"specific" in ESP refers to the specific
purpose for learning English.
Students approach the study of
English through a field that is already
known and relevant to them. This
means that they are able to use what
they learn in the ESP classroom right
away in their work and studies.
English taught at school level is
English for general purpose and
English for academic purpose.
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English for academic purposes (EAP)
and English for General purpose
(EGP) entails training students,
usually in a higher education setting,
to use language appropriately for
study.

Students who come from rural
places are unable to orient with the
English taught at classrooms. They
are without basic knowledge of
English Language. Bilingual teaching
method being used by the teachers in
the classrooms reduces the real
learning process of the students. The
feeling of acquiring English
Language is difficult, is not enabling
the students to put in to practice to
get fluency. Some students are not
getting guidance from the parents
regarding language learning. They
study the English Language from
examination point of view. They
memorize, reproduce in the exam and
forget the same. They are not applying
what they have learnt in the real
practical life. Even in the classroom
also application oriented language is
not taught.

Professional skills are key useful
things to have especially for the
people who are not employed and
want to be gaining employability
skills generally means training of
some kind one can study for. We can

define Employability skills as the
capability of getting and keeping
satisfactory work. Employability
skills can also be defined as a set of
achievements understanding and
personal attributes that make
individuals more. Because these skills
are useful for career, they are called
career management skills.

Main professional skills in case of
English language are :

1) Listening skills 2) Speaking
skills 3) Reading Skills 4) Writing
skills 5) Making effective
presentations 6) Adaptation

7) Team work 8) Leadership

9) Planning & Organizing

10) Developing programs

11) Decision making 12) Problem
solving 13) Time Management
14) Commercial awareness

15) Persuading & negotiating

16) Determination 17) Lateral
Thinking

Professional skills are general
skills that are needed to get jobs, and
they also help to stay in a job and
work the way to the top. One can get
job with his talent but stay in a job
needs survival skills as the present
scenario is the competitive arena.
Employability skills can be learnt in
the classrooms but putting the skills
learnt into practice is important.
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